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hand on her feet; when I touched them, they felt
quite hard; at last, I perceived that this beautifu-
objcct was formed of stone, and that Azur1 had formed
this statue. I then said to the idol-worshipping old
man, <c I struck an arrow in thy deer's leg, but thou
hast with the dart of love pierced my heart through
and through; your curse has taken place; now tell
me the full particulars of these [strange circum*
stances]; why hast thou made this talisman, and
why, having left [human] habitations, dost thou dwell
in woods and mountains ? Tell me all that has hap-
pened to thee." Jj

When I pressed him greatly, he said, " This affair
has indeed ruined me; dost thou also wish to perish
by hearing it ?" 1 exclaimed, " Hold, thou hast
already made too many evasions; answer to the
purpose, or else I will kill thee." Seeing me very
urgent, he said, " 0 youth, may God the Almighty
keep every person safe from the scorching flame of
love; see what calamities this love hath produced;
for love, the woman burns herself with her husband,
and sacrifices her life;2 and all know the story of
Farkdd and Majmm; what wilt thou gain by hearing
my story ? Wilt thou leave thy home, fortune and
country, and wander for nothing?'' I gave for an-
swer, "Cease, keep thy friendship to thyself; con-
ceive me now thy enemy, and if life is dear to thee,
tell me plainly [thy story]." Perceiving there was no

1 Agur, the father of Abraham, was a famous statuary and Idol-wor-
sliipper, according to the ideas of Mithammadans.

% Allucling to the Hindu, custom of the wife's burning herself with the
corpse of her liunband j in these cases, perhaps, fear of the priesthood, &c,,
IB a stronger motive than love for the defunct.